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on English precedent, English models, English meth-
ods and English experience.                           -

Accepting tradition as an essential part of his politi-
cal thought, the Englishman does not trouble  to
enquire how far his regard for it has affected his insti-
tutions; nor does the question admit of an easy an-
swer, because regard for tradition has revealed itself
rather in the continuing regulation of his constitu-
tional progress than in the active direction of its
development- It is clear, however, that the force of
tradition operates against great and sudden changed,
and this force is never more active than when sub-
stantial change becomes necessary.   Of all peoples
except the English it may fairly be said that the great
steps in their progress are marked by breaks in the
established   order   so   abrupt   and   complete   that
whether achieved by violent means or not they are
deservedly called revolutions. It is, however, a char-
acteristic of revolutions that they get out of hand.
Because of the break with the past, control over
events is lost. They cease to take their place in the
sequence and careen off wildly, with the result that a
subsequent period of reaction is required to bring
them back into the line again. It was in this way that
the French Revolution got out of hand after Mira-
beau's death and that, but for the eventual victory of
Stalin over Trotsky, the Russian Revolution would
have got out of hand after Lenin's death.  There is
only one short period in all the centuries of English
constitutional history when events got out of hand,
and that was when the Long Parliament took the bit